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Coal Dust on Your Feet is a historical ethnography of Shamokin, Pennsylvania and its surrounding borough
of Coal Township. This anthracite coal fueled the industrial revolution and its miners generated the rise of
organized labor, both of which make the region of northeast Pennsylvania one of great economic and historic
importance. The ethnographic field site of the study spans a century and a half as it looks at the history and
ties to the home countries of the immigrants who established and worked the coal mines. Details of
individual lives and family histories enliven accounts of industry and the struggles of the unions, means of
livelihood, ethnicity, associational life and ceremonial occasions. It will be of interest to anthropologists,
sociologists, scholars of urban studies and labor historians, and contributes to the canon of literature on
community and sense of place.

The study focuses on the rise and decline of the mining industry, on the ethnic groups that formed the town’s
neighborhoods, and on the changes that have taken place in ethnicity, religion, class and community. It
covers the period of prosperity when the factories of the New York garment industry moved into town for
the middle years of the twentieth century and made Shamokin a shopping mecca. Today, the town is
decimated by economic decline and population loss, but ethnicity remains an identity option and still has
economic content. The strong sense of place of the people of the town rooted in their cultural and militant
heritage, has given rise to a wider community of former residents who return to visit, participate in events
and buy ethnic foods and cultural items. This wider community of belonging and identity helps to boost
morale, sense of community and economy, in what is now primarily a retirement town with commuters
traveling to work in nearby cities.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Alcock:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise,
Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) can be great
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jonathan Thurman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise,
Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) e-book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of
an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) as good book not just by the cover but also
by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Katie Mueller:

The book untitled Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining
Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Margaret Pace:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Coal
Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the
Susquehanna Valley). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware



about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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