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In Keeping the Faith, Jennifer Jean Wynot presents a clear and concise history of the trials and evolution of
Russian Orthodox monasteries and convents and the important roles they have played in Russian culture, in
both in the spiritual and political realms, from the abortive reforms of 1905 to the Stalinist purges of the
1930s. She shows how, throughout the Soviet period, Orthodox monks and nuns continued to provide
spiritual strength to the people, in spite of severe persecution, and despite the ambivalent relationship the
Russian state has had to the Russian church since the reign of Ivan the Terrible.

Focusing her study on two provinces, Smolensk and Moscow, Wynot describes the Soviet oppression and the
clandestine struggles of the monks and nuns to uphold the traditions of monasticism and Orthodoxy. Their
success against heavy odds enabled them to provide a counterculture to the Soviet regime. Indeed, of all the
pre-1917 institutions, the Orthodox Church proved the most resilient. Why and how it managed to persevere
despite the enormous hostility against it is a topic that continues to fascinate both the general public and
historians.

Based on previously unavailable Russian archival sources as well as written memoirs and interviews with
surviving monks and nuns, Wynot analyzes the monasteries’ adaptation to the Bolshevik regime and she
challenges standard Western assumptions that Communism effectively killed the Orthodox Church in Russia.
She shows that in fact, the role of monks and nuns in Orthodox monasteries and convents is crucial, and they
are largely responsible for the continuation of Orthodoxy in Russia following the Bolshevik revolution.

Keeping the Faith offers a wealth of new information and a new perspective that will be of interest not only
to students of Russian history and communism, but also to scholars interested in church-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the
Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Keeping the
Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26
Series on Eastern Europe). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's read.

Greg Little:

This Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh
M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet
Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) can be on the list of great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Keeping the Faith:
Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on
Eastern Europe) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Roger Cooper:

Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M.
Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Keeping the Faith: Russian
Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern
Europe) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial pondering.

Joe Williams:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know



everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet
Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read
a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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