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By the end of the fifteenth century most European counties had witnessed a profound reformation of their
poor relief and health care policies. As this book demonstrates, Portugal was among them and actively
participated in such reforms. Providing the first English language monograph on this this topic, Laurinda
Abreu examines the Portuguese experience and places it within the broader European context. She shows
that, in line with much that was happening throughout the rest of Europe, Portugal had not only set up a
systematic reform of the hospitals but had also developed new formal arrangements for charitable and
welfare provision that responded to the changing socioeconomic framework, the nature of poverty and the
concerns of political powers. The defining element of the Portuguese experience was the dominant role
played by a new lay confraternity, the confraternity of the Misericórdia, created under the auspices of King
D. Manuel I in 1498. By the time of the king's death in 1521 there were more than 70 Misericórdias in
Portugal and its empire, and by 1640, more than 300. All of them were run according to a unified set of rules
and principles with identical social objectives. Based upon a wealth of primary source documentations, this
book reveals how the sixteenth-century Portuguese crown succeeded in implementing a national poor relief
and health care structure, with the support of the Papacy and local elites, and funded principally though pious
donations. This process strengthened the authority of the royal government at a time which coincided with
the emergence of the early modern state. In so doing, the book establishes poor relief and public health
alongside military, diplomatic and administrative authorities, as the pillars of centralization of royal power.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Morgan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and
Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context).

Georgia Evans:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor
Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Betty Callahan:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care
in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) can make you sense more interested to read.

Grace Smith:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Political and Social Dynamics of
Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, Poor Relief and Health Care in



Early-Modern Portugal (The History of Medicine in Context) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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