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In her groundbreaking history of the class system in America, extending from colonial times to the
present, Nancy Isenberg takes on our comforting myths about equality, uncovering the crucial legacy
of the ever-present, always embarrassing––if occasionally entertaining––poor white trash
 
The wretched and landless poor have existed from the time of the earliest British colonial settlement. They
were alternately known as “waste people,” “offals,” “rubbish,” “lazy lubbers,” and “crackers.” By the 1850s,
the downtrodden included so-called “clay eaters” and “sandhillers,” known for prematurely aged children
distinguished by their yellowish skin, ragged clothing, and listless minds.
 
            Surveying political rhetoric and policy, popular literature and scientific theories over four hundred
years, Isenberg upends assumptions about America’s supposedly class-free society––where liberty and hard
work were meant to ensure real social mobility. Poor whites were central to the rise of the Republican Party
in the early nineteenth century, and the Civil War itself was fought over class issues nearly as much as it was
fought over slavery. Reconstruction pitted poor white trash against newly freed slaves, which factored in the
rise of eugenics–-a widely popular movement embraced by Theodore Roosevelt that targeted poor whites for
sterilization. These poor were at the heart of New Deal reforms and LBJ’s Great Society; they haunt us in
reality TV shows like Here Comes Honey Boo Boo and Duck Dynasty. Marginalized as a class, white trash
have always been at or near the center of major political debates over the character of the American identity.
 
We acknowledge racial injustice as an ugly stain on our nation’s history. With Isenberg’s landmark book, we
will have to face the truth about the enduring, malevolent nature of class as well.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America.

Tara Carlson:

The feeling that you get from White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America is the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in
America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that White Trash:
The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America instantly.

Marie Nitta:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting White Trash: The 400-Year
Untold History of Class in America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in
America become your personal starter.

Sharon Baker:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America we can consider more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book White Trash: The 400-
Year Untold History of Class in America. You can more appealing than now.
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