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In 1880, coal was the primary energy source for everything from home heating to industry. Regions where
coal was readily available, such as the Ruhr Valley in Germany and western Pennsylvania in the United
States, witnessed exponential growth-yet also suffered the greatest damage from coal pollution.

These conditions prompted civic activism in the form of “anti-smoke” campaigns to attack the unsightly
physical manifestations of coal burning. This early period witnessed significant cooperation between
industrialists, government, and citizens to combat the smoke problem. It was not until the 1960s, when
attention shifted from dust and grime to hazardous invisible gases, that cooperation dissipated, and protests
took an antagonistic turn.

The Age of Smoke presents an original, comparative history of environmental policy and protest in the United
States and Germany. Dividing this history into distinct eras (1880 to World War I, interwar, post-World War
II to 1970), Frank Uekoetter compares and contrasts the influence of political, class, and social structures,
scientific communities, engineers, industrial lobbies, and environmental groups in each nation. He concludes
with a discussion of the environmental revolution, arguing that there were indeed two environmental
revolutions in both countries: one societal, where changing values gave urgency to air pollution control, the
other institutional, where changes in policies tried to catch up with shifting sentiments.

Focusing on a critical period in environmental history, The Age of Smoke provides a valuable study of policy
development in two modern industrial nations, and the rise of civic activism to combat air pollution. As
Uekoetter's work reveals, the cooperative approaches developed in an earlier era offer valuable lessons and
perhaps the best hope for future progress.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and
the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) had been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The
Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist
Urban Environ). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Emile Guzman:

This book untitled The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970
(Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Michele Reynolds:

Beside this specific The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970
(Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

John Hayes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in
Germany and the United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The Age of Smoke: Environmental Policy in Germany and the
United States, 1880-1970 (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on



there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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