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A celebration of childhood pick-up games.

When Play Was Play offers a fascinating look at the disappearing world of childhood pick-up games.
Drawing on his own experiences as well as a wealth of interviews and surveys, Ronald Bishop tells why
these loosely structured games mattered—camaraderie, opportunities to develop social skills, and
independence from the world of adults. Bishop contrasts his and others’ childhoods with the experiences of
today’s overscheduled and overcommitted youth who find much of their time taken up by organized sports
and other highly supervised activities. When Play Was Play celebrates memories of a past era, when kids
were free to explore their neighborhoods, had time to throw together an afternoon game of stickball, and
spent much of their lives playing outside just for the sake of playing.

“…engaging and thought provoking; it situates play where it ought to be: in the realm of joy and freedom.”
— Journal of Social History

“An interesting mix of nostalgic reminiscence about and scholarly analysis of child’s play.” — CHOICE

Ronald Bishop is Associate Professor in the Department of Culture and Communication at Drexel University
and is the author of Taking on the Pledge of Allegiance: The News Media and Michael Newdow’s
Constitutional Challenge.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games Matter (Excelsior Editions).

Christopher Mills:

The particular book When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games Matter (Excelsior Editions) will bring you to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games
Matter (Excelsior Editions) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Packard:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games Matter (Excelsior Editions) this
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Jean Gonzales:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games
Matter (Excelsior Editions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the publication When Play Was Play: Why Pick-up Games Matter
(Excelsior Editions) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of that time.
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