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New edition of the provocative history of the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and
the real world of American democracy.

When it first appeared three decades ago, Raymond Seidelman’s provocative study of the history of political
science both attracted a great deal of attention and generated vibrant controversy. Where prior studies of the
history of political science had concentrated on the evolution of the scientific study of politics, Seidelman
placed his focus on the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and the real world of
American democracy. Examining paired sets of political science luminaries over a century, he finds recurrent
hopes that a “science of politics” can be a “science for politics,” and recurrent frustrations that neither elites
nor democratic publics respond to the findings of political science or defer to its claims of scientific
authority. Analyzing the reasons for political science’s limited impact on democratic reform, Seidelman
raises the prospect that the progressive dreams of American political science, rising and falling over the
course of a century, may finally be exhausted.

For this new edition, Bruce Miroff and Stephen Skowronek have written a foreword that relates the genesis
of the book and the career of the late Ray Seidelman, while James Farr, a distinguished scholar of political
science history, has contributed an extensive afterword. Whether readers concur with or dispute Seidelman’s
conclusions about the practical significance of political science, they will be challenged by the scope and
power of Disenchanted Realists. The book invites a new generation of political scientists to examine the
problematic development of the discipline they practice and to reflect on the public meanings of what they
do in their own careers.

Raymond Seidelman (1951–2007) was Professor of Political Science at Sarah Lawrence College and the
coeditor (with Bruce Miroff and Todd Swanstrom) of Debating Democracy, Seventh Edition: A Reader in
American Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

Here thing why this kind of Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American
Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis
(SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Disenchanted Realists, Second
Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues).
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series
in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) in e-book can be your choice.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Disenchanted Realists, Second
Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues)
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis
(SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) become your own personal starter.

Kevin Lewis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis
(SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Debra McGregor:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so



many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political
Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Disenchanted Realists,
Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary
Issues) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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