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The year 2012 marked the centenary of one of the most significant discoveries of the early twentieth century,
the discovery of X-ray diffraction (March 1912, by Laue, Friedrich and Knipping) and of Bragg's law
(November 1912). The discovery of X-ray diffraction confirmed the wave nature of X-rays and the space-
lattice hypothesis. It had two major consequences: the analysis of the structure of atoms, and the
determination of the atomic structure of materials. This had
a momentous impact in chemistry, physics, mineralogy, material science, biology and X-ray spectroscopy.

The book relates the discovery itself, the early days of X-ray crystallography, and the way the news of the
discovery spread round the world. It explains how the first crystal structures were determined by William
Bragg and his son Lawrence, and recounts which were the early applications of X-ray crystallography in
chemistry, mineralogy, materials science, physics, biological sciences and X-ray spectroscopy. It also tells
how the concept of space lattice developed since ancient times up to the
nineteenth century, and how our conception of the nature of light has changed over time. The contributions
of the main actors of the story, prior to the discovery, at the time of the discovery and immediately
afterwards, are described through their writings and are put into the context of the time,
accompanied by brief biographical details.

This thoroughly researched account on the multiple faces of a scientific specialty, X-ray crystallography, is
aimed both at the scientists, who rarely subject the historical material of past discoveries in their field to
particular scrutiny with regard to the historical details and at the historians of science who often lack the
required expert knowledge to scrutinize the involved technical content in sufficient depth (M. Eckert -
Metascience).
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From reader reviews:

Estelle Hicks:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Early Days of X-ray Crystallography
(International Union of Crystallography) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Phillis Ries:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Early Days of X-ray Crystallography
(International Union of Crystallography) why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Arthur Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Early Days of X-ray
Crystallography (International Union of Crystallography).

Maria Kim:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Early Days of X-ray Crystallography (International Union of Crystallography) when
you necessary it?
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