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Will the rare autographed baseball your great-uncle gave you put your children through college? Is your
grandmother's chest of drawers really a seventeenth-century antique, or merely a reproduction? A leader in
forgery detection and forensic investigation, Joe Nickell reveals his secrets to detecting artifacts items in
Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication.

Detailing how the pros determine whether an Abraham Lincoln signature is forged or if a photograph of
Emily Dickinson is genuine, Nickell provides the essential tools necessary to identify counterfeits. In this
general introduction to the principles of authentication, Nickell provides readers with step-by-step
explanations of the science used to detect falsified documents, photographs, and other objects. Illustrating
methods used on hit shows such as Antiques Roadshow and History Detectives, Nickell recommends that
aspiring investigators employ a comprehensive approach to identifying imitations. One should consider the
object's provenance (the origin or derivation of an artifact), content (clues in the scene or item depicted), and
material composition (what artifacts are made of), as well as the results of scientific analyses, including
radiographic, spectroscopic, microscopic, and microchemical tests.

Including fascinating cases drawn from Nickell's illustrious career, Real or Fake combines historical and
scientific investigations to reveal reproductions and genuine objects. Nickell explains the warning signs of
forgery, such as patching and unnatural pen lifts; chronicles the evolution of writing instruments, inks, and
papers; shows readers how to date photographs, papers, and other materials; and traces the development of
photographic processes since the mid-nineteenth century. Lavishly illustrated with examples of replicas and
authentic objects inspected by Nickell, Real or Fake includes case studies of alleged artifacts including Jack
the Ripper's diary, a draft of the Gettysburg Address, notes by Charles Dickens, Jefferson Davis's musket,
and debris from the Titanic.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Real or Fake: Studies in
Authentication book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ruby Freeman:

This book untitled Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

James Barclay:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication
as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Wanda Jacobsen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Real or Fake: Studies in
Authentication has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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