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In this newest installment in Chicago’s series of Jacques Derrida’s seminars, the renowned philosopher
attempts one of his most ambitious goals: the first truly philosophical argument against the death penalty.
While much has been written against the death penalty, Derrida contends that Western philosophy is
massively, if not always overtly, complicit with a logic in which a sovereign state has the right to take a life.
Haunted by this notion, he turns to the key places where such logic has been established—and to the place it
has been most effectively challenged: literature.

With his signature genius and patient yet dazzling readings of an impressive breadth of texts, Derrida
examines everything from the Bible to Plato to Camus to Jean Genet, with special attention to Kant and
post–World War II juridical texts, to draw the landscape of death penalty discourses. Keeping clearly in view
the death rows and execution chambers of the United States, he shows how arguments surrounding cruel and
unusual punishment depend on what he calls an “anesthesial logic,” which has also driven the development
of death penalty technology from the French guillotine to lethal injection. Confronting a demand for
philosophical rigor, he pursues provocative analyses of the shortcomings of abolitionist discourse. Above all,
he argues that the death penalty and its attendant technologies are products of a desire to put an end to one of
the most fundamental qualities of our finite existence: the radical uncertainty of when we will die.

           

Arriving at a critical juncture in history—especially in the United States, one of the last Christian-inspired
democracies to resist abolition—The Death Penalty is both a timely response to an important ethical debate
and a timeless addition to Derrida’s esteemed body of work. 
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

The ability that you get from The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) may be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques
Derrida) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) instantly.

William Fields:

The particular book The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Death Penalty, Volume I (The
Seminars of Jacques Derrida) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Helen McClain:

Often the book The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Hazel Mercado:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for
your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?
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