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John Homans adopted his dog, Stella, from a shelter for all the usual reasons: fond memories of dogs from
his past, a companion for his son, an excuse for long walks around the neighborhood. Soon enough, she is
happily ensconced in the daily workings of his family. And not only that: Stella is treated like a family
member—in ways that dogs of his youth were not. Spending humanlike sums on vet bills, questioning her
diet and exercise regimens, contemplating her happiness—how had this all come to pass, when the dogs
from Homans’s childhood seemed quite content living mostly out in the yard?

In What’s a Dog For?, Homans explores the dog’s complex and prominent place in our world and how it
came to be. Evolving from wild animals to working animals to nearly human members of our social fabric,
dogs are now the subject of serious scientific studies concerning pet ownership, evolutionary theory, and
even cognitive science. From new insights into what makes dogs so appealing to humans to the health
benefits associated with owning a dog, Homans investigates why the human-canine relationship has evolved
so rapidly—how dogs moved into our families, our homes, and sometimes even our beds in the span of a
generation, becoming a $53 billion industry in the United States in the process.

As dogs take their place as coddled family members and their numbers balloon to more than seventy-seven
million in the United States alone, it’s no surprise that canine culture at large is also undergoing a massive
transformation. They are now subject to many of the same questions of rights and ethics as people, and the
politics of dogs are more tumultuous and public than ever— with fierce moral battles raging over kill
shelters, puppy mills, and breed standards. Incorporating interviews and research from scientists, activists,
breeders, and trainers, What’s a Dog For? investigates how dogs have reached this exalted status and why
they hold such fascination for us. With one paw in the animal world and one paw in the human world, it
turns out they have much to teach us about love, death, and morality—and ultimately, in their closeness and
difference, about what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

The book What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend
will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book What's a Dog For?: The
Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Irene Carpenter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best
Friend your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified
for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The What's a Dog For?:
The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Cleora Yarbro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this What's a Dog For?: The Surprising
History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend.

Yolanda Nitta:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and
Politics of Man's Best Friend when you necessary it?
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