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In his examination of the excavation of ancient Assyria by Austen Henry Layard, Shawn Malley reveals
how, by whom, and for what reasons the stones of Assyria were deployed during a brief but remarkably
intense period of archaeological activity in the mid-nineteenth century. His book encompasses the
archaeological practices and representations that originated in Layard's excavations, radiated outward by way
of the British Museum and Layard's best-selling Nineveh and Its Remains (1849), and were then dispersed
into the public domain of popular amusements. That the stones of Assyria resonated in debates far beyond
the interests of religious and scientific groups is apparent in the prevalence of poetry, exhibitions, plays, and
dioramas inspired by the excavation. Of particular note, correspondence involving high-ranking diplomatic
personnel and museum officials demonstrates that the 'treasures' brought home to fill the British Museum
served not only as signs of symbolic conquest, but also as covert means for extending Britain's political and
economic influence in the Near East. Malley takes up issues of class and influence to show how the middle-
class Layard's celebrity status both advanced and threatened aristocratic values. Tellingly, the excavations
prompted disturbing questions about the perils of imperial rule that framed discussions of the social and
political conditions which brought England to the brink of revolution in 1848 and resurfaced with a
vengeance during the Crimean crisis. In the provocative conclusion of this meticulously documented and
suggestive book, Malley points toward the striking parallels between the history of Britain's imperial
investment in Mesopotamia and the contemporary geopolitical uses and abuses of Assyrian antiquity in post-
invasion Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Ring:

The reserve untitled From Archaeology to Spectacle in Victorian Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of From Archaeology to Spectacle in
Victorian Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Gail Cote:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this From Archaeology to Spectacle in Victorian
Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism From
Archaeology to Spectacle in Victorian Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Della Ferguson:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This From Archaeology to Spectacle in
Victorian Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Butler:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From Archaeology to Spectacle in
Victorian Britain: The Case of Assyria, 1845-1854 can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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