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Borders enclose and separate us. We assign to them tremendous significance. Along them we draw
supposedly uncrossable boundaries within which we believe our individual identities begin and end, erecting
the metaphysical dividing walls that enclose each one of us into numerically identical, numerically distinct,
entities: persons. Do the borders between us - physical, psychological, neurological, causal, spatial, temporal,
etc. - merit the metaphysical significance ordinarily accorded them? The central thesis of I Am You is that our
borders do not signify boundaries between persons. We are all the same person. Variations on this heretical
theme have been voiced periodically throughout the ages (the Upanishads, Averroës, Giordano Bruno, Josiah
Royce, Schrödinger, Fred Hoyle, Freeman Dyson). In presenting his arguments, the author relies on detailed
analyses of recent formal work on personal identity, especially that of Derek Parfit, Sydney Shoemaker,
Robert Nozick, David Wiggins, Daniel C. Dennett and Thomas Nagel, while incorporating the views of
Descartes, Leibniz, Wittgenstein, Schopenhauer, Kant, Husserl and Brouwer. His development of the
implied moral theory is inspired by, and draws on, Rawls, Sidgwick, Kant and again Parfit. The traditional,
commonsense view that we are each a separate person numerically identical to ourselves over time, i.e., that
personal identity is closed under known individuating and identifying borders - what the author calls Closed
Individualism - is shown to be incoherent. The demonstration that personal identity is not closed but open
points collectively in one of two new directions: either there are no continuously existing, self-identical
persons over time in the sense ordinarily understood - the sort of view developed by philosophers as diverse
as Buddha, Hume and most recently Derek Parfit, what the author calls Empty Individualism - or else you are
everyone, i.e., personal identity is not closed under known individuating and identifying borders, what the
author calls Open Individualism. In making his case, the author:

- offers a new explanation both of consciousness and of self-consciousness

- constructs a new theory of Self

- explains psychopathologies (e.g. multiple personality disorder, schizophrenia)

- shows Open Individualism to be the best competing explanation of who we are

- provides the metaphysical foundations for global ethics.



The book is intended for philosophers and the philosophically inclined - physicists, mathematicians,
psychiatrists, psychologists, linguists, computer scientists, economists, and communication theorists. It is
accessible to graduate students and advanced undergraduates.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Davis:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global
Ethics: 325 (Synthese Library). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics:
325 (Synthese Library). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mike Huey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of I Am You: The
Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics: 325 (Synthese Library) book as starter and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Stewart:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this I Am You: The
Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics: 325 (Synthese Library) book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Cary Freeman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book and also novel and I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics:
325 (Synthese Library) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics:



325 (Synthese Library) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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