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In Race, Theft, and Ethics, Lovalerie King examines African American literature's critique of American law
concerning matters of property, paying particular attention to the stereotypical image of the black thief. She
draws on two centuries of African American writing that reflects the manner in which human value became
intricately connected with property ownership in American culture, even as racialized social and legal
custom and practice severely limited access to property. Using critical race theory, King builds a powerful
argument that the stereotype of the black thief is an inevitable byproduct of American law, politics, and
social customs.

In making her case, King ranges far and wide in black literature, looking closely at over thirty literary works.
She uses four of the best-known African American autobiographical narratives -- Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Booker T. Washington's Up From
Slavery, and Richard Wright's Black Boy -- to reveal the ways that law and custom worked to shape the
black thief stereotype under the institution of slavery and to keep it firmly in place under the Jim Crow
system. Examining the work of William Wells Brown, Charles Chesnutt, James Weldon Johnson, and Alice
Randall, King treats "the ethics of passing" and considers the definition and value of whiteness and the
relationship between whiteness and property.

Close readings of Richard Wright's Native Son and Dorothy West's The Living is Easy, among other works,
question whether blacks' unequal access to the economic opportunities held out by the American Dream
functions as a kind of expropriation for which there is no possible legal or ethical means of reparation. She
concludes by exploring the theme of theft and love in two famed neo--slave or neo--freedom narratives --
Toni Morrison's Beloved and Charles Johnson's Middle Passage.

Race, Theft, and Ethics shows how African American literature deals with the racialized history of unequal
economic opportunity in highly complex and nuanced ways, and illustrates that, for many authors, an
essential aspect of their work involved contemplating the tensions between a given code of ethics and a
moral course of action. A deft combination of history, literature, law and economics, King's groundbreaking
work highlights the pervasiveness of the property/race/ethics dynamic in the interfaces of African American
lives with American law.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Harvey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Race, Theft, and Ethics: Property Matters in African American Literature (Southern Literary
Studies).

Lee Henry:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Race, Theft, and Ethics: Property Matters in
African American Literature (Southern Literary Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading
any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

Gregory McKinney:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
is this Race, Theft, and Ethics: Property Matters in African American Literature (Southern Literary Studies).

Victor Havens:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Race, Theft, and Ethics: Property Matters in African American Literature (Southern Literary Studies)
provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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