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"Shrewd and optimistic. . . . [The Good Life and Its Discontents] combines first-rate analysis with persuasive
historical, political and sociological insights."
--The New Republic

Today Americans are wealthier, healthier, and live longer than at any previous time in our history. As a
society, we have never had it so good. Yet, paradoxically, many of us have never felt so bad. For, as Robert
J. Samuelson observes in this visionary book, our country suffers from a national sense of entitlement--a
feeling that someone, whether Big Business or Big Government, should guarantee us secure jobs, rising
living standards, social harmony, and personal fulfillment.

In The Good Life and Its Discontents, Samuelson, a national columnist for Newsweek and the Washington
Post, links our rising expectations with our belief in a post-Cold War vision of an American utopia. Using
history, economics, and psychology, he exposes the hubris of economists and corporate managers and indicts
a government that promises too much to too many constituencies. Like David Reisman's The Lonely Crowd
and John Kenneth Galbraith's The Affluent Society, the result is a book that defines its time--and that is sure
to shape the national debate for years to come.

"A smart, balanced epitaph for an era--with a few clues for what's ahead."
--Business Week

"Lucid [and] nonsectarian . . . Samuelson traces how the reasonable demand for progress has given way to
the excessive demand for perfection."
--The New York Times

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Here thing why this The Good Life and Its Discontents: The American Dream in the Age of Entitlement are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Good Life and Its Discontents: The
American Dream in the Age of Entitlement giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with The Good Life and Its Discontents: The American
Dream in the Age of Entitlement. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Good Life and Its Discontents: The American Dream
in the Age of Entitlement in e-book can be your alternative.

Kathryn Sheffield:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Good Life and
Its Discontents: The American Dream in the Age of Entitlement suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Good Life and Its Discontents: The
American Dream in the Age of Entitlementis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Melissa Fanning:

The guide untitled The Good Life and Its Discontents: The American Dream in the Age of Entitlement is the
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Good Life and Its Discontents: The
American Dream in the Age of Entitlement from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Elaine West:

The book untitled The Good Life and Its Discontents: The American Dream in the Age of Entitlement
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.



In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice go through.
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