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Edward Cohen grew up in Jackson, Mississippi, the heart of the Bible Belt, thousand of miles from the
northern centers of Jewish culture. As a child he sang "Dixie" in his segregated school, said the "sh'ma" at
temple. While the civil rights struggle exploded all around, he worked at the family clothing store that
catered to blacks.

His grandfather Moise had left Romania and all his family for a very different world, the Deep South.
Peddling on foot from farm to farm, sleeping in haylofts, he was the first Jew many Mississippians had ever
seen. Moise's brother joined him and they married two sisters, raising their children under one roof, an island
of Judaism in a sea of southern Christianity.

In the 1950s, insulated by the extended family of double-cousins, Edward believed the world was populated
totally by Jews--until the first day of school when he had the disquieting realization that he was the only Jew
in his class. At times he felt southern, almost, but his sense of being an outsider slowly crystallized, as he
listened to daily Christian school prayers tried to explain his annual absences to classmates who had never
heard of Rosh Hashanah. At Christmas his parents' house was the only one without lights. In the seventh
grade, he was the only child not invited to dance class.

In a compelling work that is nonfiction throughout but conveyed with a fiction writer's skill and technique,
Cohen recounts how he left Mississippi for college to seek his own tribe. Instead, he found that among
northern Jews he was again an outsider, marked by his southernness. They knew holidays like Simchas
Torah; he knew Confederate Memorial Day.

He tells a story of displacement, of living on the margin of two already marginal groups, and of coming to
terms with his dual loyalties, to region and religion. In this unsparingly honest and often humorous portrait of
cultural contradiction, Cohen's themes--the separateness of the artist, the tug of assimilation, the elusiveness
of identity--resonate far beyond the South.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Peddler's Grandson:
Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Tammara Dejesus:

This The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish
in Mississippi can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sheila Messina:

This The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi is great e-book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that?

Anthony Bankston:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Peddler's Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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