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In this original and illuminating book, Denise A. Spellberg reveals a little-known but crucial dimension of
the story of American religious freedom—a drama in which Islam played a surprising role. In 1765, eleven
years before composing the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson bought a Qur’an. This marked
only the beginning of his lifelong interest in Islam, and he would go on to acquire numerous books on
Middle Eastern languages, history, and travel, taking extensive notes on Islam as it relates to English
common law. Jefferson sought to understand Islam notwithstanding his personal disdain for the faith, a
sentiment prevalent among his Protestant contemporaries in England and America. But unlike most of them,
by 1776 Jefferson could imagine Muslims as future citizens of his new country.

Based on groundbreaking research, Spellberg compellingly recounts how a handful of the Founders,
Jefferson foremost among them, drew upon Enlightenment ideas about the toleration of Muslims (then
deemed the ultimate outsiders in Western society) to fashion out of what had been a purely speculative
debate a practical foundation for governance in America. In this way, Muslims, who were not even known to
exist in the colonies, became the imaginary outer limit for an unprecedented, uniquely American religious
pluralism that would also encompass the actual despised minorities of Jews and Catholics. The rancorous
public dispute concerning the inclusion of Muslims, for which principle Jefferson’s political foes would
vilify him to the end of his life, thus became decisive in the Founders’ ultimate judgment not to establish a
Protestant nation, as they might well have done.

As popular suspicions about Islam persist and the numbers of American Muslim citizenry grow into the
millions, Spellberg’s revelatory understanding of this radical notion of the Founders is more urgent than
ever. Thomas Jefferson’s Qur’an is a timely look at the ideals that existed at our country’s creation, and their
fundamental implications for our present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Thomas Jefferson's
Qur'an: Islam and the Founders suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era.
The book untitled Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Foundersis the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Arthur Dickison:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Thomas
Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders giving you yet another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Troy Riley:

This Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt this?

Tamara Reams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the



Founders which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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