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What constitutes “blackness” in American culture? And who gets to define whether or not someone is truly
African American? Is a struggling hip-hop artist more “authentic” than a conservative Supreme Court
justice? In Authentic Blackness J. Martin Favor looks to the New Negro Movement—also known as the
Harlem Renaissance—to explore early challenges to the idea that race is a static category.
Authentic Blackness looks at the place of the “folk”—those African Americans “furthest down,” in the words
of Alain Locke—and how the representation of the folk and the black middle class both spurred the New
Negro Movement and became one of its most serious points of contention. Drawing on vernacular theories of
African American literature from such figures as Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Houston Baker as well as
theorists Judith Butler and Stuart Hall, Favor looks closely at the work of four Harlem Renaissance fiction
writers: James Weldon Johnson, Nella Larsen, George Schuyler, and Jean Toomer. Arguing that each of
these writers had, at best, an ambiguous relationship to African American folk culture, Favor demonstrates
how they each sought to redress the notion of a fixed black identity. Authentic Blackness illustrates how
“race” has functioned as a type of performative discourse, a subjectivity that simultaneously builds and
conceals its connections with such factors as class, gender, sexuality, and geography.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

The knowledge that you get from Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Authentic Blackness: The Folk in
the New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists) instantly.

Mary Block:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Alice Hille:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists)
this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of
you.

Williams Carter:

You may get this Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your



mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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