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Of the several works on the rise and development of the Babi movement, especially those dealing with the
life and work of its founder, Sayyid Ali Muhammad Shirazi, few deal directly with the compelling and
complex web of mysticism, theology and philosophy found in his earliest compositions.

This book examines the Islamic roots of the Babi religion, (and by extension the later Baha’i faith which
developed out of it), through the Qur’anic commentaries of the Bab and sheds light on its relationship to the
wider religious milieu and its profound debt to esoteric Islam, especially Shi'ism. Todd Lawson places the
two earliest writings of the Bab within the diverse contexts necessary to understand them, in order to explain
why these writings made sense to and inspired his followers. He delves into the history of the tafsir (Qur’an
commentary) genre of Islamic scholarship, situates these early writings in the Akhbari, Sufi and most
importantly Shaykhi traditions of Islam. In the process, he identifies both the continuities and discontinuities
between these works and earlier works of Shi’i tafsir, helping us appreciate significant elements of the Bab’s
thought and claims.

Filling an important gap in the existing literature on the Babi movement, this book will be of greatest interest
to students and scholars of Qur'an commentary, Mysticism, Shi'ism, the modern history of Iran and
messianism.
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From reader reviews:

David Dozier:

This Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi
Religion (Iranian Studies) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an,
Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

William White:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis,
Messianism and the Literary Origins of the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Stephen Lee:

You will get this Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of
the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Kimberly Silvestre:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is named of book Gnostic Apocalypse and Islam: Qur'an, Exegesis, Messianism and the Literary Origins of
the Babi Religion (Iranian Studies). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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