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Portugal's three wars in Africa in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea (Guiné-Bissau today) lasted
almost 13 years - longer than the United States Army fought in Vietnam. Yet they are among the most
underreported conflicts of the modern era.

Commonly referred to as Lisbon's Overseas War (Guerra do Ultramar) or in the former colonies, the War of
Liberation (Guerra de Libertação), these struggles played a seminal role in ending white rule in Southern
Africa.

Though hardly on the scale of hostilities being fought in South East Asia, the casualty count by the time a
military coup d'état took place in Lisbon in April 1974 was significant. It was certainly enough to cause
Portugal to call a halt to violence and pull all its troops back to the Metropolis. Ultimately, Lisbon was to
move out of Africa altogether, when hundreds of thousands of Portuguese nationals returned to Europe, the
majority having left everything they owned behind. Independence for all the former colonies, including the
Atlantic islands, followed soon afterwards.

Lisbon ruled its African territories for more than five centuries, not always undisputed by its black and
mestizo subjects, but effectively enough to create a lasting Lusitanian tradition. That imprint is indelible and
remains engraved in language, social mores and cultural traditions that sometimes have more in common
with Europe than with Africa. Today, most of the newspapers in Luanda, Maputo - formerly Lourenco
Marques - and Bissau are in Portuguese, as is the language taught in their schools and used by their
respective representatives in international bodies to which they all subscribe.

Indeed, on a recent visit to Central Mozambique in 2013, a youthful member of the American Peace Corps
told this author that despite having been embroiled in conflict with the Portuguese for many years in the
1960s and 1970s, he found the local people with whom he came into contact inordinately fond of their
erstwhile 'colonial overlords'.

As a foreign correspondent, Al Venter covered all three wars over more than a decade, spending lengthy
periods in the territories while going on operations with the Portuguese army, marines and air force. In the
process, he wrote several books on these conflicts, including a report on the conflict in Portuguese Guinea
for the Munger Africana Library of the California Institute of Technology.

Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in Africa represents an amalgam of these efforts. At the same time, this book is not
an official history, but rather a journalist's perspective of military events as viewed by somebody who has
made a career of reporting on overseas wars, Africa's especially. Venter's camera was always at hand; most
of the images used between these covers are his.

His approach is both intrusive and personal and he would like to believe that he has managed to record for



posterity a tiny but vital segment of African history.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in Africa:
Lisbon's Three Wars in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea 1961-74. All type of book are you able
to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Sara Jones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in
Africa: Lisbon's Three Wars in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea 1961-74 book as nice and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Elaine Davenport:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Portugal's
Guerrilla Wars in Africa: Lisbon's Three Wars in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea 1961-74
offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Ronald Smith:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in Africa: Lisbon's Three
Wars in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea 1961-74. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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