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No one had ever tried a caper like this before. The goods were kept in a secure room under constant scrutiny,
deep inside a crowded building with guards at the exits. The team picked for the job included two old hands
known only as Paul and Swede, but all depended on a fresh face, a kid from Pinetown, North Carolina. In the
Depression, some fellows were willing to try anything--even a heist in the rare book room of the New York
Public Library.

In Thieves of Book Row, Travis McDade tells the gripping tale of the worst book-theft ring in American
history, and the intrepid detective who brought it down. Author of The Book Thief and a curator of rare
books, McDade transforms painstaking research into a rich portrait of Manhattan's Book Row in the 1920s
and '30s, where organized crime met America's cultural treasures in dark and crowded shops along gritty
Fourth Avenue. Dealers such as Harry Gold, a tough native of the Lower East Side, became experts in
recognizing the value of books and recruiting a pool of thieves to steal them--many of them unemployed men
who drifted up the Bowery or huddled around fires in Central Park's shantytowns. When Paul and Swede
brought a new recruit into his shop, Gold trained him for the biggest score yet: a first edition of Edgar Allan
Poe's Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane and Minor Poems. Gold's recruit cased the rare-book room for weeks, searching
for a weakness. When he found one, he struck, leading to a breathtaking game of wits between Gold and
NYPL special investigator G. William Bergquist.

Both a fast-paced, true-life thriller, Thieves of Book Row provides a fascinating look at the history of crime
and literary culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Thieves of Book Row: New York's Most Notorious Rare Book Ring
and the Man Who Stopped It offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Steven Atkins:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Thieves of Book Row: New York's Most Notorious Rare Book Ring and the Man Who Stopped It this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate
all of you.

Elizabeth Maez:

Beside this specific Thieves of Book Row: New York's Most Notorious Rare Book Ring and the Man Who
Stopped It in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Thieves of Book
Row: New York's Most Notorious Rare Book Ring and the Man Who Stopped It because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from currently!

Christopher Melendez:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Thieves of Book Row: New York's Most Notorious Rare Book
Ring and the Man Who Stopped It can make you sense more interested to read.
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