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Peter Balakian is a renowned poet, scholar, and memoirist; but his work as an essayist often prefigures and
illuminates all three. "I think of vise and shadow as two dimensions of the lyric (literary and visual)
imagination," he writes in the preface to this collection, which brings together essayistic writings produced
over the course of twenty-five years. Vise, "as in grabbing and holding with pressure," but also in the sense
of the vise-grip of the imagination, which can yield both clarity and knowledge. Consider the vise-grip of
some of the poems of our best lyric poets, how language might be put under pressure "as carbon might be put
under pressure to create a diamond." And shadow, the second half of the title: both as noun, "the shaded or
darker portion of the picture or view or perspective," "partial illumination and partial darkness"; and as verb,
to shadow, "to trail secretly as an inseparable companion" or a "force that follows something with fidelity; to
cast a dark light on something—a person, an event, an object, a form in nature."

Vise and Shadow draws into conversation such disparate figures as W. B. Yeats, Hart Crane, Joan Didion,
Primo Levi, Robert Rauschenberg, Bob Dylan, Elia Kazan, and Arshile Gorky, revealing how the lyric
imagination of these artists grips experience, "shadows history," and "casts its own type of illumination,"
creating one of the deepest kinds of human knowledge and sober truth. In these elegantly written essays,
Balakian offers a fresh way to think about the power of poetry, art, and the lyrical imagination as well as
history, trauma, and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and
Culture. Try to make the book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture
as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Linda Wood:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Vise and
Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Sheila Seim:

The book untitled Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Bruce Harrison:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination,
Poetry, Art, and Culture can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Vise and
Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture.
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