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One day in 1938, John Dewey addressed a room of professional educators and urged them to take up the task
of “finding out just what education is.” Reading this lecture in the late 1940s, Philip W. Jackson took
Dewey’s charge to heart and spent the next sixty years contemplating his words. The stimulating result of a
lifetime of thinking about educating, What Is Education? is a profound philosophical exploration of how we
transmit knowledge in human society and how we think about accomplishing that vital task.

 

Most contemporary approaches to education follow a strictly empirical track, aiming to discover pragmatic
solutions for teachers and school administrators. Jackson argues that we need to learn not just how to
improve on current practices but also how to think about what education means—in short, we need to answer
Dewey by constantly rethinking education from the ground up. Guiding us through the many facets of
Dewey’s comments, Jackson also calls on Hegel, Kant, and Paul Tillich to shed light on how a society does,
can, and should transmit truth and knowledge to successive generations. Teasing out the implications in these
thinkers’ works ultimately leads Jackson to the conclusion that education is at root a moral enterprise.

 

At a time when schools increasingly serve as a battleground for ideological contests, What Is Education? is a
stirring call to refocus our minds on what is for Jackson the fundamental goal of education: making students
as well as teachers—and therefore everyone—better people.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Valverde:

Here thing why this particular What Is Education? are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. What Is Education? giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no guide that similar with What Is Education?. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of What Is Education?
in e-book can be your option.

Jeffrey Garner:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this What Is Education? book since
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Victor Parisi:

The reason why? Because this What Is Education? is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Karen Saldivar:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This What Is Education? can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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