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An adventure with a roving genius of literary criticism

Michael Hofmann—poet, translator, and intellectual vagabond—has established himself as one of the
keenest critics of contemporary literature. Safely nestled between the covers of Where Have You Been?, he
offers a hand to guide us and an encouraging whisper in our ear, leading us on a trip through what to read,
how to think, and why to like. And while these essays bear sharp insights that will help us revisit writers with
a fresh eye, they are also a story of love between a reader and his treasured books.
In the thirty essays collected here, Hofmann brings his signature wit and sustained critical mastery to a
poetic, penetrating, and candid discussion of the writers and artists of the last hundred years. Here are the
indispensable poets without which contemporary poetry would be unimaginable—Elizabeth Bishop, "the
poets' poets' poet," the "ghostly skill" of Robert Lowell, and the man he calls the greatest English poet since
Shakespeare, Ted Hughes. But he also illumines the despair of John Berryman and the antics of poetry's
bogeyman, Frederick Seidel.
In essays on art that are themselves works of art, Hofmann's agile and brilliant mind explores a panoply of
subjects from the mastery of translation to the best day job for a poet. What these diverse gems share are the
critic's insatiable curiosity and great charm. Where Have You Been? is an unmissable journey with literature's
most irresistible flaneur.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Where Have You Been?: Selected
Essays is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Jeanne Crank:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays content conveys objective easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Adrienne Helms:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Christina Bales:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Where Have You Been?: Selected Essays as good book
not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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