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Literature that explored female homosexuality flourished in late nineteenth-century France. Poets, novelists,
and pornographers, whether Symbolists, Realists, or Decadents, were all part of this literary moment. In
Sapphic Fathers, Gretchen Schultz explores how these male writers and their readers took lesbianism as a
cipher for apprehensions about sex and gender during a time of social and political upheaval.

Tracing this phenomenon through poetry (Baudelaire, Verlaine), erotica and the popular novel (Belot), and
literary fiction (Zola, Maupassant, Péladan, Mendès), and into scientific treatises, Schultz demonstrates that
the literary discourse on lesbianism became the basis for the scientific and medical understanding of female
same-sex desire in France. She also shows that the cumulative impact of this discourse left tangible traces
that lasted well beyond nineteenth-century France, persisting into twentieth-century America to become the
basis of lesbian pulp fiction after the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Head:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This
Sapphic Fathers: Discourses of Same-Sex Desire from Nineteenth-Century France (University of Toronto
Romance Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Joel Connolly:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sapphic Fathers: Discourses of Same-
Sex Desire from Nineteenth-Century France (University of Toronto Romance Series) as your daily resource
information.

Yvonne Matz:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sapphic Fathers: Discourses of Same-Sex Desire
from Nineteenth-Century France (University of Toronto Romance Series) can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Katie Harper:

You will get this Sapphic Fathers: Discourses of Same-Sex Desire from Nineteenth-Century France
(University of Toronto Romance Series) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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