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When Bashar al-Asad smoothly assumed power in July 2000, just seven days after the death of his father,
observers were divided on what this would mean for the country’s foreign and domestic politics. On the one
hand, it seemed everything would stay the same: an Asad on top of a political system controlled by secret
services and Baathist one-party rule. On the other hand, it looked like everything would be different: a young
president with exposure to Western education who, in his inaugural speech, emphasized his determination to
modernize Syria.
This volume explores the ways in which Asad’s domestic and foreign policy strategies during his first
decade in power safeguarded his rule and adapted Syria to the age of globalization. The volume’s
contributors examine multiple aspects of Asad’s rule in the 2000s, from power consolidation within the party
and control of the opposition to economic reform, co-opting new private charities, and coping with Iraqi
refugees. The Syrian regime temporarily succeeded in reproducing its power and legitimacy, in
reconstructing its social base, and in managing regional and international challenges. At the same time,
contributors clearly detail the shortcomings, inconsistencies, and risks these policies entailed, illustrating
why Syria’s tenuous stability came to an abrupt end during the Arab Spring of 2011. This volume presents
the work of an international group of scholars from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. Based on
extensive fieldwork and on intimate knowledge of a country whose dynamics often seem complicated and
obscure to outside observers, these scholars’ insightful snapshots of Bashar al-Asad’s decade of authoritarian
upgrading provide an indispensable resource for understanding the current crisis and its disastrous
consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

Here thing why this particular Syria from Reform to Revolt, Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political
History of the Middle East) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but
it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Syria from Reform to
Revolt, Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Syria
from Reform to Revolt, Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East). It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Syria from Reform to Revolt, Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle
East) in e-book can be your alternative.

David Unruh:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Syria from Reform to Revolt,
Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Charles Brewster:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Syria from Reform to Revolt, Volume 1 (Modern
Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Aaron Edgington:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be



option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Syria from Reform to Revolt,
Volume 1 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.
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