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IT occasionally happens that a sudden ray of clear and valuable light is thrown upon a long-disputed subject
from a source the very existence of which was unsuspected, and the authority of which would certainly never
have been allowed. Just as an accident may reveal what generations of scientific men have laboured in vain
to discover: just as a rank outsider may win a race, or the dart, shot at a venture, bit the bull’s-eye when
trained archers have discharged a quiversfull of arrows without success,—so may some happy and
spontaneous phrase, falling from one who approaches a topic of interest or difficulty for the first time, fresh
and unencumbered by preconceptions or the dissertations of experts, embody in itself the kernel of the
enigma, and make the whole thing promptly and for ever plain. And such a service has, I think, been recently
rendered to the cause of philosophical research in China. A late able American writer, whose work on
"Oriental Religions" is, or ought to be, on the shelf of every reading man, has given to the Confucian school,
for the first time, its true designation of Rationalist. Confucius was a Rationalist in every sense; his folsowers
are Rationalists; his philosophy was altogether Rationalistic in its scope. The word is just the one we wanted,
but which we never found; and its universal acceptation, from henceforth, can be only a matter of time. It is
not only for supplying us with a just descriptive epithet for the orthodox philosophy of China, however, that
we are indebted to Mr. Johnson. As soon as ever the term Rationalism is recognised as belonging to the
system of Confucius, it will fall into deserved desuetude in that sphere where hitherto it has usurped
another’s right. No word could, in my opinion, be more inappropriate, or more unhappily selected, as applied
to the philosophy of Lao Tsze. That the character TAO ### may be properly translated "reason" in certain
instances, I do not deny. That it approaches the idea of λογος in the Johannine sense of the word appears
generally allowed. For the rendering of it by "way" there are both etymological and philosophical
recommendations which may not be overlooked. But that none of these is the true and actual meaning of the
word in its esoteric sense I hope to show in a few words, submitting, at the outset, that no fitter illustration
could be offered of the fatality attending servile adherence to a literal system of translation than the
rendering, hitherto in force, of Reason. The letter killeth; and in the present instance it has killed all sense
and meaning out of the word it was attempting to explain.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

The actual book Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political, and Speculative has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Charles Tapia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political, and Speculative your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political, and Speculative giving you yet another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Robert Qualls:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political, and Speculative can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Marlin Peterson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political, and Speculative
can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Taoist Texts: Ethical, Political,
and Speculative.
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