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This is the extended annotated edition including a rare biographical essay on the life and works of the author.

"The Hand of Ethelberta" (1876) was described by Hardy as "A Comedy in Chapters." It bears out fairly well
the claims of its sub-title. The heroine, Ethelberta, is a butler's daughter, who, having been educated above
her station, marries a young, wealthy, and well-born husband and is soon left a fashionable widow. She now
essays the difficult role of moving in polite society while still preserving secret relations with her family. Her
sister becomes her maid, her brother her footman, and once she is actually waited on at a dinner party by her
father, the butler. Naturally such a plot furnishes Mr. Hardy with much opportunity for delicate satire on
fashionable society as well as for indulging in his accustomed humor. Ethelberta publishes poems, recites her
own stories, loves a poor gentleman, is wooed by several eligible suitors, and finally marries a worn-out
peer. If it were not that she gets the upper hand of her old husband and is enabled to lift up and support her
family the end of the story would be tragic, rather than comic; but, viewed as a whole, it is an amusing
comedy which deserves more popularity than it seems to have had. Certainly Mr. Hardy has drawn few more
interesting characters than his "squirrel haired" Ethelberta.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Smith:

The book The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated & Illustrated Edition can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated & Illustrated Edition? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated &
Illustrated Edition has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Todd James:

The feeling that you get from The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated & Illustrated Edition is the more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated &
Illustrated Edition giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended Annotated & Illustrated Edition instantly.

Deanna Jackson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Hand Of
Ethelberta: Extended Annotated & Illustrated Edition, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Shirley Bishop:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Hand Of Ethelberta: Extended
Annotated & Illustrated Edition can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
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