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Michael Meranze uses Philadelphia as a case study to analyze the relationship between penal reform and
liberalism in early America. In Laboratories of Virtue, he interprets the evolving system of criminal
punishment as a microcosm of social tensions that characterized the early American republic. Engaging
recent work on the history of punishment in England and continental Europe, Meranze traces criminal
punishment from the late colonial system of publicly inflicted corporal penalties to the establishment of
penitentiaries in the Jacksonian period. Throughout, he reveals a world of class difference and contested
values in which those who did not fit the emerging bourgeois ethos were disciplined and eventually
segregated.

By focusing attention on the system of public penal labor that developed in the 1780s, Meranze effectively
links penal reform to the development of republican principles in the Revolutionary era. His study, richly
informed by Foucaultian and Freudian theory, departs from recent scholarship that treats penal reform as a
nostalgic effort to reestablish social stability. Instead, Meranze interprets the reform of punishment as a
forward-looking project. He argues that the new disciplinary practices arose from the reformers' struggle to
contain or eliminate contradictions to their vision of an enlightened, liberal republic.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia,
1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Margherita Pettit:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment,
Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-1835
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Andrew Fogarty:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published
for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Melody Grissom:

Beside this kind of Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment, Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-
1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,



Virginia) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Laboratories of Virtue: Punishment,
Revolution, and Authority in Philadelphia, 1760-1835 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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