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In his fourteen years as president of MIT, Charles Vest worked continuously to realize his vision of
rebuilding America's trust in science and technology. In a time when the federal government dramatically
reduced its funding of academic research programs and industry shifted its R&D resources into the short-
term product-development process, Vest called for new partnerships with business and government. He
called for universities to meet the intellectual challenges posed by the innovation-driven, globally connected
needs of industry even as he reaffirmed basic academic values and the continuing need for longer-term
scientific inquiry.In Pursuing the Endless Frontier, Vest addresses these and other issues in a series of essays
written during his tenure as president of MIT. He discusses the research university's need to shift to a
broader, more international outlook, the value of diversity in the academic community, the greater leadership
role for faculty outside the classroom, and the boundless opportunity of new scientific and technological
developments even when coupled with financial constraints. In the provocative essay "What We Don't
Know," Vest reminds us of what he calls "the most critical point of all," that science is driven by a deep
human need to understand nature, to answer the "big questions" -- that what we don't know is more important
than what we do. In another essay, on the future of MIT, he celebrates MIT's strengths as being
extraordinarily well-suited to the needs of an era of unprecedented change in science and technology. In
"Disturbing the Educational Universe: Universities in the Digital Age -- Dinosaurs or Prometheans," he
describes MIT's innovative OpenCourseWare initiative, which builds on the fundamental nature of the
Internet as an enabling and liberating technology.Vest, who is stepping down from MIT's presidency in the
fall of 2004, writes with clarity and insight about the issues facing academic institutions in the twenty-first
century. His essays in Pursuing the Endless Frontier offer inspiration to educators and researchers seeking
the way forward.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays
on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Judith Craig:

The knowledge that you get from Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research
Universities (MIT Press) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Pursuing the
Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the
Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) instantly.

Betty Callahan:

You can find this Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT
Press) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Michael Slay:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book Pursuing the
Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press). You



can more inviting than now.
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