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The received wisdom about the nature of the Greek Orthodox Church in the Ottoman Empire is that Sultan
Mehmed II reestablished the Patriarchate of Constantinople as both a political and a religious authority to
govern the post-Byzantine Greek community. However, relations between the Church hierarchy and Turkish
masters extend further back in history, and closer scrutiny of these relations reveals that the Church hierarchy
in Anatolia had long experience dealing
with Turkish emirs by focusing on economic arrangements. Decried as scandalous, these arrangements
became the modus vivendi for bishops in the Turkish emirates.

Primarily concerned with the economic arrangements between the Ottoman state and the institution of the
Greek Orthodox Church from the mid-fifteenth to the sixteenth century, Render Unto the Sultan argues that
the Ottoman state considered the Greek Orthodox ecclesiastical hierarchy primarily as tax farmers
(mültezim) for cash income derived from the church's widespread holdings. The Ottoman state granted
individuals the right to take their positions as hierarchs in
return for yearly payments to the state. Relying on members of the Greek economic elite (archons) to
purchase the ecclesiastical tax farm (iltizam), hierarchical positions became subject to the same forces of
competition that other Ottoman administrative offices faced. This led to colorful episodes and multiple
challenges to
ecclesiastical authority throughout Ottoman lands.

Tom Papademetriou demonstrates that minority communities and institutions in the Ottoman Empire, up to
now, have been considered either from within the community, or from outside, from the Ottoman
perspective. This new approach allows us to consider internal Greek Orthodox communal concerns, but from
within the larger Ottoman social and economic context.

Render Unto the Sultan challenges the long established concept of the 'Millet System', the historical model in
which the religious leader served both a civil as well as a religious authority. From the Ottoman state's
perspective, the hierarchy was there to serve the religious and economic function rather than the political
one.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Render unto the Sultan:
Power, Authority, and the Greek Orthodox Church in the Early Ottoman Centuries? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Karen Lawless:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the information or
maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you examining a book
especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it anything.
Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Render unto the Sultan:
Power, Authority, and the Greek Orthodox Church in the Early Ottoman Centuries, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a book.

Florence Taylor:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Render unto the Sultan: Power, Authority, and the Greek Orthodox Church in the
Early Ottoman Centuries can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra
time problems.

Katrina Hering:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Render unto the Sultan: Power, Authority, and the Greek
Orthodox Church in the Early Ottoman Centuries. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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