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In 2005, the Supreme Court ruled that the city of New London, Connecticut, could condemn fifteen
residential properties in order to transfer them to a new private owner. Although the Fifth Amendment only
permits the taking of private property for “public use,” the Court ruled that the transfer of condemned land to
private parties for “economic development” is permitted by the Constitution—even if the government cannot
prove that the expected development will ever actually happen. The Court’s decision in Kelo v. City of New
London empowered the grasping hand of the state at the expense of the invisible hand of the market.

           

In this detailed study of one of the most controversial Supreme Court cases in modern times, Ilya Somin
argues that Kelo was a grave error. Economic development and “blight” condemnations are unconstitutional
under both originalist and most “living constitution” theories of legal interpretation. They also victimize the
poor and the politically weak for the benefit of powerful interest groups and often destroy more economic
value than they create. Kelo itself exemplifies these patterns. The residents targeted for condemnation lacked
the influence needed to combat the formidable government and corporate interests arrayed against them. 
Moreover, the city’s poorly conceived development plan ultimately failed: the condemned land lies empty to
this day, occupied only by feral cats. The Supreme Court’s unpopular ruling triggered an unprecedented
political reaction, with forty-five states passing new laws intended to limit the use of eminent domain. But
many of the new laws impose few or no genuine constraints on takings. The Kelo backlash led to significant
progress, but not nearly as much as it may have seemed.

Despite its outcome, the closely divided 5-4 ruling shattered what many believed to be a consensus that
virtually any condemnation qualifies as a public use under the Fifth Amendment. It also showed that there is
widespread public opposition to eminent domain abuse. With controversy over takings sure to continue, The
Grasping Hand offers the first book-length analysis of Kelo by a legal scholar, alongside a broader history of
the dispute over public use and eminent domain and an evaluation of options for reform.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of
Eminent Domain. Try to the actual book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits
of Eminent Domain as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christine Curnutt:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and
the Limits of Eminent Domain. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a new book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits
of Eminent Domain. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Louis Jackson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of
Eminent Domain as the daily resource information.

Jeffrey Osburn:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New
London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading



that.
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