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Based on a detailed examination of New York case law, this pathbreaking book shows how law, politics, and
ideology in the state changed in tandem between 1920 and 1980. Early twentieth-century New York was the
scene of intense struggle between white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant upper and middle classes located primarily
in the upstate region and the impoverished, mainly Jewish and Roman Catholic, immigrant underclass
centered in New York City. Beginning in the 1920s, however, judges such as Benjamin N. Cardozo, Henry J.
Friendly, Learned Hand, and Harlan Fiske Stone used law to facilitate the entry of the underclass into the
economic and social mainstream and to promote tolerance among all New Yorkers.

Ultimately, says William Nelson, a new legal ideology was created. By the late 1930s, New Yorkers had
begun to reconceptualize social conflict not along class lines but in terms of the power of majorities and the
rights of minorities. In the process, they constructed a new approach to law and politics. Though doctrinal
change began to slow by the 1960s, the main ambitions of the legalist reformation--liberty, equality, human
dignity, and entrepreneurial opportunity--remain the aspirations of nearly all Americans, and of much of the
rest of the world, today.
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From reader reviews:

Carl White:

The book untitled The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies
in Legal History) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History) from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Grimm:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Legalist Reformation: Law,
Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Legalist Reformation: Law,
Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History) become your own personal starter.

Alejandro Jones:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980
(Studies in Legal History) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Edward Lott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Legalist Reformation:
Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History).
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