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This book examines the ideology of elite lawyers and judges from the Gilded Age through the New Deal.
Between 1866 and 1937, a coherent outlook shaped the way the American bar understood the sources of law,
the role of the courts, and the relationship between law and the larger society. William M. Wiecek explores
this outlook--often called "legal orthodoxy" or "classical legal thought"--which assumed that law was
apolitical, determinate, objective, and neutral.

American classical legal thought was forged in the heat of the social crises that punctuated the late nineteenth
century. Fearing labor unions, immigrants, and working people generally, American elites, including those
on the bench and bar, sought ways to repress disorder and prevent political majorities from using democratic
processes to redistribute wealth and power. Classical legal thought provided a rationale that assured the
legitimacy of the extant distribution of society's resources. It enabled the legal suppression of unions and the
subordination of workers to management's authority.

As the twentieth-century U.S. economy grew in complexity, the antiregulatory, individualistic bias of
classical legal thought became more and more distanced from reality. Brittle and dogmatic, legal ideology
lost legitimacy in the eyes of both laypeople and ever-larger segments of the bar. It was at last abandoned in
the "constitutional revolution of 1937", but--as Wiecek argues in this detailed analysis--nothing has arisen
since to replace it as an explanation of what law is and why courts have such broad power in a democratic
society.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and
Ideology in America, 1886-1937. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important any book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in
America, 1886-1937. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jodie Kahl:

This book untitled The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Jerald Higgins:

The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.

Elvia Ecklund:

This The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 is great e-book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law
and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not



ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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