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TO SIR CHARLES GAVAN DUFFY My Dear Sir Charles, I take leave to dedicate this work to you, not
merely because your nineteen years of political and literary life in Australia render it very fitting that any
work written by a resident in the colonies, and having to do with the history of past colonial days, should
bear your name upon its dedicatory page; but because the publication of my book is due to your advice and
encouragement. The convict of fiction has been hitherto shown only at the beginning or at the end of his
career. Either his exile has been the mysterious end to his misdeeds, or he has appeared upon the scene to
claim interest by reason of an equally unintelligible love of crime acquired during his experience in a penal
settlement. Charles Reade has drawn the interior of a house of correction in England, and Victor Hugo has
shown how a French convict fares after the fulfilment of his sentence. But no writer—so far as I am
aware—has attempted to depict the dismal condition of a felon during his term of transportation. I have
endeavoured in "His Natural Life" to set forth the working and the results of an English system of
transportation carefully considered and carried out under official supervision; and to illustrate in the manner
best calculated, as I think, to attract general attention, the inexpediency of again allowing offenders against
the law to be herded together in places remote from the wholesome influence of public opinion, and to be
submitted to a discipline which must necessarily depend for its just administration upon the personal
character and temper of their gaolers. Your critical faculty will doubtless find, in the construction and artistic
working of this book, many faults. I do not think, however, that you will discover any exaggerations. Some
of the events narrated are doubtless tragic and terrible; but I hold it needful to my purpose to record them, for
they are events which have actually occurred, and which, if the blunders which produced them be repeated,
must infallibly occur again. It is true that the British Government have ceased to deport the criminals of
England, but the method of punishment, of which that deportation was a part, is still in existence. Port Blair
is a Port Arthur filled with Indian-men instead of Englishmen; and, within the last year, France has
established, at New Caledonia, a penal settlement which will, in the natural course of things, repeat in its
annals the history of Macquarie Harbour and of Norfolk Island
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book For the Term of His Natural Life. All type of book is
it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jared Smith:

The reserve untitled For the Term of His Natural Life is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of For the Term of His Natural Life from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tara Scribner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying For the Term of His
Natural Life that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, it is possible to pick For the Term of His Natural Life become your own starter.

Susan Munoz:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and For the Term of His Natural Life as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes For the Term of His Natural Life to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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