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In the face of an uncertain and dangerous world, Americans yearn for afirm mora compass, aclear set of
ethical guidelines. But as history shows, by reducing complex situations to simple cases of right or wrong we
often go astray.

In Morality's Muddy Waters, historian George Cotkin offers a clarion call on behalf of moral complexity.
Revisiting several defining moments in the twentieth century—the American bombing of civilians during
World War 11, the My Lai massacre, racism in the South, capital punishment, the invasion of Irag—Cotkin
chronicles how historical figures have grappled with the problem of evil and moral

responsi bility—sometimes successfully, oftentimes not. In the process, he offers awide-ranging tour of
modern American history.

Taken together, Cotkin maintains, these episodes reveal that the central concepts of morality—evil, empathy,
and virtue—are both necessary and troubling. Without empathy, for example, we fail to inhabit the world of
others; with it, we sometimes elevate individual suffering over political complexities. For Cotkin, close
historical analysis may help reenergize these concepts for ethical thinking and acting. Morality's Muddy
Waters argues for amoral turn in the way we study and think about history, maintaining that even when
answersto ethical dilemmas prove elusive, the act of grappling with them isinvaluable.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Valentine:

The book untitled Morality's Muddy Waters: Ethical Quandariesin Modern Americais the reserve that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot
of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Morality's Muddy Waters: Ethical Quandariesin Modern America
from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

William Reynolds:

The e-book with title Morality's Muddy Waters. Ethical Quandariesin Modern Americaincludes alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That
isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Ella Norman:

Morality's Muddy Waters: Ethical Quandariesin Modern America can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Morality's
Muddy Waters: Ethical Quandariesin Modern America but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Norma Barnes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Morality's Muddy Waters: Ethical
Quandariesin Modern Americawhich is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's notice.
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