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Looks at the connections between Thoreau’s Walden and the work that influenced it, the Bhagavad-Gita.

This book explores and interprets the myriad connections between two spiritual classics, Henry David
Thoreau’s Walden and the Bhagavad-Gita. Evidence shows that Thoreau took the Gita with him when he
moved to Walden Pond, and the books have much in common, touching on ultimate ethical and metaphysical
questions. Paul Friedrich looks at how each work speaks to fundamental problems of good and evil, self and
cosmos, duty and passion, reality and illusion, political engagement and philosophical meditation, sensuous
wildness and ascetic devotion. His examination moves through several stages, from an analysis of key
symbols, such as the upside-down tree, to an exposition of social, ethical, and metaphysical values, to a
consideration of the many sources of these syncretic works. This book should be of lively interest to those
concerned with the origins of Indian and American thought, activism, and poetry.

“By attending to the complexity and beauty of Thoreau’s argument … and reading through it to a dazzling
array of sources that includes the Gita, Friedrich not only illuminates the two books under consideration but
also sheds some light for writers and others engaged in seeking to envision a social reality that is not
permeated by violence.” — Visual Artists Collective

“This is the most comprehensive study to date of Henry David Thoreau’s classic in relation to Hindu
scripture.” — CHOICE

“Friedrich frames his study around the use of metaphors, ideals of conduct, ideas of purity, and personality-
based ideas of virtue. More than a book about two books, it is also about two cultures and two authors.” —
Lalita Pandit, coeditor of Literary India: Comparative Studies in Aesthetics, Colonialism, and Culture

Paul Friedrich is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and in the Committee on Social Thought at the
University of Chicago. He is the author of several books, including From Root to Flower and Music in
Russian Poetry.
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From reader reviews:

John Casale:

The knowledge that you get from The Gita within Walden may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but The Gita within Walden giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this The Gita within Walden instantly.

Barbara Norwood:

The actual book The Gita within Walden will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Gita within Walden is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kelly Edge:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book The Gita within Walden it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Weston Brock:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Gita within Walden when you essential it?
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