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A Place That Matters Yet unearths the little-known story of Johannesburg’s MuseumAfrica, a South African
history museum that embodies one of the most dynamic and fraught stories of colonialism and
postcolonialism, its life spanning the eras before, during, and after apartheid. Sara Byala, in examining this
story, sheds new light not only on racism and its institutionalization in South Africa but also on the problems
facing any museum that is charged with navigating colonial history from a postcolonial perspective.

 

Drawing on thirty years of personal letters and public writings by museum founder John Gubbins, Byala
paints a picture of a uniquely progressive colonist, focusing on his philosophical notion of “three-
dimensional thinking,” which aimed to transcend binaries and thus—quite explicitly—racism. Unfortunately,
Gubbins died within weeks of the museum’s opening, and his hopes would go unrealized as the museum fell
in line with emergent apartheid politics. Following the museum through this transformation and on to its
1994 reconfiguration as a post-apartheid institution, Byala showcases it as a rich—and problematic—archive
of both material culture and the ideas that surround that culture, arguing for its continued importance in the
establishment of a unified South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The A Place That Matters Yet: John Gubbins's
MuseumAfrica in the Postcolonial World is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Annie Adcock:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this A Place That Matters Yet: John
Gubbins's MuseumAfrica in the Postcolonial World.

John Hickman:

Why? Because this A Place That Matters Yet: John Gubbins's MuseumAfrica in the Postcolonial World is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Kirby Paradiso:

Beside that A Place That Matters Yet: John Gubbins's MuseumAfrica in the Postcolonial World in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Place That Matters Yet: John Gubbins's MuseumAfrica
in the Postcolonial World because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful



island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!
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