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In 1981 the Organization of African Unity (OAU) mandated and fielded the first regional peacekeeping
operation since the Arab League's mission in Kuwait 20 years earlier. Battalion-sized contingents from
Nigeria, Senegal, and Zaire were joined by smaller observer contingents from other OAU members in an
effort to provide a buffer zone between the two main factions in the Chadian civil war.

Mays opens his analysis by providing an overview of the concept of peacekeeping. Several definitions are
offered to help distinguish between the various types of peace operations. After examining the concept
hegemon, he looks at the ways regional and subregional hegemons utilize peacekeeping operations as foreign
policy tools as they protect their interests. Mays argues that Nigeria, as a West African hegemon, served as
the moving force behind the mandating and fielding of the OAU peacekeeping mission in Chad. Rather than
being purely humanitarian in nature, Nigeria's motivation included the removal of French and later Libyan
soldiers from a weak state on its border. However, Nigeria could not perform the task alone. France and the
United States were instrumental as well in the mandating and fielding process. French and American
interests stemmed from concern over Libyan motives in Chad. Nigeria kept the effort to mandate the
peacekeeping operation alive for two years; France proved to be the stimulus behind persuading the Chadian
government to accept the deployment of OAU peacekeepers and prompting the Senegalese to contribute a
battalion to the mission; the United States contributed by keeping France and Nigeria focused on a
peacekeeping solution and helping persuade Zaire to join the mission.

Mays offers the first comprehensive examination of the OAU peacekeeping mission and reviews the political
and military organization of the force as well as its deployment, redeployment plans, logistics, and
operations between the Chadian factions. Utilizing an extensive collection of resources, including interviews
with participants, diplomats, and government documents, he provdies a detailed examination of every
meeting/conference between 1979 and 1981 that discussed a peacekeeping option for Chad. Factors of
success in traditional peacekeeping operations are applied to the OAU mission, and he concludes by
reviewing the impact of the 1981-1982 OAU operation on current African peacekeeping trends. An
invaluable analysis for scholars, students, and other researchers involved with peacekeeping, international
relations, and African studies.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Hintz:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Africa's First Peacekeeping
Operation: The OAU in Chad, 1981-1982 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kathleen King:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Africa's First Peacekeeping
Operation: The OAU in Chad, 1981-1982, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Rodney Hussey:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Africa's First Peacekeeping Operation: The OAU in
Chad, 1981-1982. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Robert Lewis:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Africa's First Peacekeeping Operation:
The OAU in Chad, 1981-1982 to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Africa's First Peacekeeping Operation: The
OAU in Chad, 1981-1982 can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of their time.
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