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Throughout US history, presidents have had vastly different reactions to naval incidents. Though some
incidents have been resolved diplomatically, others have escalated to outright war. What factors influence
the outcome of a naval incident, especially when calls for retribution mingle with recommendations for
restraint? Given the rise of long range anti-ship and anti-air missile systems, coupled with tensions in East
Asia, the Persian Gulf, and the Black and Baltic Seas, the question is more relevant than ever for US naval
diplomacy.

In Choosing War, Douglas Carl Peifer compares the ways in which different presidential administrations
have responded when American lives were lost at sea. He examines in depth three cases: the Maine incident
(1898), which led to war in the short term; the Lusitania crisis (1915), which set the trajectory for
intervention; and the Panay incident (1937), which was settled diplomatically. While evaluating Presidents
William McKinley, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt's responses to these incidents, Peifer
lucidly reflects on the options they had available and the policies they ultimately selected. The case studies
illuminate how leadership, memory, and shifting domestic policy shape presidential decisions, providing
significant insights into the connections between naval incidents, war, and their historical contexts. Rich in
dramatic narrative and historical perspective, Choosing War offers an essential tool for confronting future
naval crises.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

The publication untitled Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents
is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the
Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

William Jewell:

The book untitled Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice study.

Margaret Gray:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents when you required it?
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