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The extensive influence of the creative traditions derived from slave culture, particularly black folklore, in
the work of nineteenth- and twentieth-century black authors, such as Ralph Ellison and Toni Morrison, has
become a hallmark of African American scholarship. Yet similar inquiries regarding white authors adopting
black aesthetic techniques have been largely overlooked.

Gretchen Martin examines representative nineteenth-century works to explore the influence of black-
authored (or narrated) works on well-known white-authored texts, particularly the impact of black oral
culture evident by subversive trickster figures in John Pendleton Kennedy’s Swallow Barn, Harriet Beecher
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno, Joel Chandler Harris’s short stories, as well
as Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and Pudd’nhead Wilson.

As Martin indicates, such white authors show themselves to be savvy observers of the many trickster
traditions and indeed a wide range of texts suggest stylistic and aesthetic influences representative of the
artistry, subversive wisdom, and subtle humor in these black figures of ridicule, resistance, and repudiation.

The black characters created by these white authors are often dismissed as little more than limited,
demeaning stereotypes of the minstrel tradition, yet by teasing out important distinctions between the
wisdom and humor signified by trickery rather than minstrelsy, Martin probes an overlooked aspect of the
nineteenth-century American literary canon and reveals the extensive influence of black aesthetics on some
of the most highly regarded work by white American authors.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Stewart:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this Dancing on the Color Line: African American Tricksters in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature to read.

Mary Muncy:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dancing on the Color Line: African American
Tricksters in Nineteenth-Century American Literature as the daily resource information.

Pearl Moore:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Dancing on the Color Line: African
American Tricksters in Nineteenth-Century American Literature is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Naomi Dillon:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Dancing on the Color Line: African American Tricksters in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative
person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book Dancing on the Color Line: African American Tricksters in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature. You can more inviting than now.
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