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Throughout the 20th century, electricity was considered to be the primary vehicle of modernity, as well as its
quintessential symbol. In India, electrification was central to how early nationalists and planners
conceptualized Indian development, and huge sums were spent on the project from then until now. Yet
despite all this, sixty-five years after independence nearly 400 million Indians have no access to electricity.
Electrifying India explores the political and historical puzzle of uneven development in India's vital
electricity sector.

In some states, nearly all citizens have access to electricity, while in others fewer than half of households
have reliable electricity. To help explain this variation, this book offers both a regional and a historical
perspective on the politics of electrification of India as it unfolded in New Delhi and three Indian states:
Maharashtra, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. In those parts of the countryside that were successfully electrified
in the decades after independence, the gains were due to neither nationalist idealism nor merely technocratic
plans, but rather to the rising political influence and pressure of rural constituencies. In looking at variation
in how public utilities expanded over a long period of time, this book argues that the earlier period of an
advancing state apparatus from the 1950s to the 1980s conditioned in important ways the manner of the
state's retreat during market reforms from the 1990s onward.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Electrifying India: Regional Political
Economies of Development, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Shawn Marsh:

This Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Melissa Chandler:

Beside that Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development in your phone, it can give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from now!

Deidra Hird:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Electrifying India: Regional Political
Economies of Development can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by



knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Electrifying
India: Regional Political Economies of Development.
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