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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 2,0, University of
Bamberg, course: Family in the life course, language: English, abstract: This paper is written for the seminar
“Family Sociology”. The theme of “Family History” I chose, covers the main topics of marriage patterns and
a comparison of family and childhood issues of the past, to those of the present.
In this work I will point out the historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a “family”:

First up I will shortly illustrate the development of the European pattern from Greco-Roman times until now,
and I will introduce the main marriage patterns which are spread worldwide, namely the European pattern,
the Eastern European pattern and the Non-European pattern.
Then I will show how the meaning of family has changed. Not only is the structure another one compared to
former times, but also has something new been created: a period called “childhood” which is different from
the rest of the life course, regarding children no longer as smaller adults, but as something special.

The developments on family history go hand in hand to changes of society like the industrialization or the
creation of a welfare state.
Since normative standards declined marriage is just one possibility to live together, still the most common,
but steadily loosing importance. Meanwhile divorce rates have been increasing since the end of the
nineteenth century and contraceptive measures have been introduced.
So obviously this, what is called a family is more flexible than ever, creating the so called “patchwork-
family”, which may consist of one single parent and children, two spouses with children they have from a
former relationship with another person, or even a homosexual couple with children. Nowadays there is a
new tolerance for what is called a “family”. Usually talking about “family” today means referring to the
“nuclear family”.
According to Berger (2002, 6) the nuclear family consisting of a married couple and a child (or children),
was taken for granted in all societies of the West for the central institution of modern life, held to be superior
to any other family form long into the early decades of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a
"family" book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what
is called a "family" content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking
Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Marcela Beach:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Familiy history:
Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Familiy history: Historical changes and
regional differences on that what is called a "family"is the main one of several books this everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ron Matthies:

Beside this Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences
on that what is called a "family" because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Lucy Carson:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on



that what is called a "family". This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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