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Arguably the single most influential literary work of the European Middle Ages, the Roman de la Rose of
Guillaume de Lorris and Jean de Meun has traditionally posed a number of difficulties to modern critics,
who have viewed its many interruptions and philosophical discussions as signs of a lack of formal
organization and a characteristically medieval predilection for encyclopedic summation. In Fortune's Faces,
Daniel Heller-Roazen calls into question these assessments, offering a new and compelling interpretation of
the romance as a carefully constructed and far-reaching exploration of the place of fortune, chance, and
contingency in literary writing.

Situating the Romance of the Rose at the intersection of medieval literature and philosophy, Heller-Roazen
shows how the thirteenth-century work invokes and radicalizes two classical and medieval traditions of
reflection on language and contingency: that of the Provençal, French, and Italian love poets, who sought to
compose their "verses of pure nothing"in a language Dante defined as "without grammar," and that of
Aristotle's discussion of "future contingents" as it was received and refined in the logic, physics, theology,
and epistemology of Boethius, Abelard, Albert the Great, and Thomas Aquinas.Through a close analysis of
the poetic text and a detailed reconstruction of the logical and metaphysical concept of contingency,
Fortune's Faces charts the transformations that literary structures (such as subjectivity, autobiography,
prosopopoeia, allegory, and self-reference) undergo in a work that defines itself as radically contingent.
Considered in its full poetic and philosophical dimensions, the Romance of the Rose thus acquires an
altogether new significance in the history of literature: it appears as a work that incessantly explores its own
capacity to be other than it is.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Typically the book Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-
visions of Culture and Society) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Tara Scribner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la
Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) guide written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the
Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) as good book but not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jeffery Herring:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose
and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) is simple to bring you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joanna Bowen:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the
Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la
Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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