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Americans today often think of thrift as a negative value—a miserly hoarding of resources and a denial of
pleasure. Even more telling, many Americans don't even think of thrift at all anymore. Franklin’s Thrift
challenges this state of mind by recovering the rich history of thrift as a quintessentially American virtue.

The contributors to this volume trace how, from the eighteenth century on, the idea and practice of thrift has
been a robust part of the American vision of economic freedom and social abundance. For Benjamin
Franklin, who personified and promoted the idea, thrift meant working productively, consuming wisely,
saving proportionally, and giving generously. Franklin's thrift became the cornerstone of a new kind of
secular faith in the ordinary person's capacity to shape his lot and fortune in life. Later chapters document
how in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, thrift moved into new domains. It became the animating idea
behind social movements to promote children's school savings, create mutual savings banks and credit
unions for working men and women, establish a federal savings bond program, and galvanize the nation to
conserve resources during two world wars.

Historians, enthusiasts of Americana or traditional American virtues, and anyone interested in resolving our
society's current financial woes will find much to treasure in this diverse collection, with topics ranging from
the inspirational lessons we can learn from the film It’s a Wonderful Life to a history of the roles played by
mutual savings banks, credit unions, and thrift stores in America’s national thrift movement. It also includes
actual policy recommendations for our present situation.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

The book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost
History of an American Virtue to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Stewart Ramirez:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
as it. So , do you still thinking Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Carol Benally:

The book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Doug Campbell:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an
American Virtue to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside
that the publication Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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