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Elizabeth Gilbert, author of The Signature of All Things and Eat, Pray, Love
"I'm so glad Novella Carpenter has written this book... The resulting journey is both brave and
honest."

San Francisco Chronicle
“[R]iveting... Carpenter reminds us that sometimes the self is the thorniest wilderness of all."

Novella Carpenter picks up the phone one day to receive some disturbing news: her father has officially gone
missing. Carpenter’s father, George—a back-to-the-land homesteader and troubled Korean War
veteran—has spent decades battling his inner demons while largely absenting himself from his children’s
lives. Though George is ultimately found, Carpenter is forced to confront the truth: her time with her
dad—now seventy-three years old—is limited, and the moment to restore their relationship is now. Gone
Feral is the story of Carpenter’s search for her parents’ broken past in the harsh wilds of Idaho.

The story starts in San Miguel de Allende in 1969, where Carpenter’s free-spirited parents meet and fall in
love. Their whirlwind romance continues through Europe and ends on 180 acres near Idaho’s Clearwater
River. Carpenter and her sister are born into a free, roaming childhood, but soon the harsh reality of living on
the land—loneliness, backbreaking labor—tears the family apart. Carpenter’s mother packs the girls and
heads for the straight life in Washington State while George remains on the ranch, tied to the land and his
vision of freedom.

In Gone Feral, Carpenter—now a grown woman leading an untraditional life, not unlike her parents’, raising
livestock and growing vegetables in the city—finds herself contemplating a family of her own. Before that
can happen, she knows she has to return to Idaho to discover why her father chose this life of solitude. She
quickly finds that George is not living the principled, romantic life she imagined, and the truth is more com-
plicated—and dangerous—than anything she suspected. As she comes to know the real George, Carpenter
looks to her own life and comes to recognize her father’s legacy in their shared love of animals, of nature,
and of the written word; their dangerous stubbornness and isolating independence. Finally, Gone Feral sees
the birth of Carpenter’s own daughter, an experience that teaches that a parent’s love is itself a wild thing:
unknowable, fierce, and ever changing. In reckoning with her past, Carpenter clears the road to her future.

Raw, funny, unsentimental, alive with unforgettable characters and pitch-perfect dialogue, Gone Feral marks
Carpenter’s transformative passage from daughter to mother, a wry and rough tale of life lived on the
margins and redemption between generations.

Booklist
"Spurred on by a desire to raise a family of her own and decipher the genetic code for either survival or
destruction that she might be passing on, Carpenter performs a wild pas de deux with the cantankerous
George, approaching him as one would a wild animal with no trust in humanity. Carpenter chronicles her
daring quest for understanding and familial continuity in this sincere and remarkably uninhibited
memoir."
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Gone Feral: Tracking My Dad Through
the Wild to read.

Matthew Schwartz:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Gone Feral: Tracking My Dad Through the
Wild is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Mary Bradford:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is Gone Feral: Tracking My Dad Through the Wild. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Tania Hansen:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Gone Feral: Tracking My Dad Through the Wild as
well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Gone Feral: Tracking My Dad Through the Wild to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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