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In the last half-century, the number of Catholic priests has plummeted by 40% while the number of Catholics
has skyrocketed, up 65%. The specter of a faith defined by full pews and empty altars hangs heavy over the
church.
The root cause of this priest shortage is the church's insistence on mandatory celibacy. Given the potential
recruitment advantages of abandoning the celibacy requirement, why, Richard A. Schoenherr asks, is the
conservative Catholic coalition--headed by the pope--so adamantly opposed to a married clergy? The
answer, he argues, is that accepting married priests would be but the first step toward ordaining women and
thus forever altering the demographics of a resolutely male religious order.
Yet Schoenherr believes that such change is not only necessary but unavoidable if the church is to thrive.
The church's current stop-gap approach of enlisting laypeople to perform all but the central element of the
mass only further serves to undermine the power of the celibate priesthood. Perhaps most importantly,
doctrinal changes, a growing pluralism in the church, and the feminist movement among nuns and laywomen
are exerting a growing influence on Catholicism.
Concluding that the collapse of celibate exclusivity is all but inevitable, Goodbye Father presents an urgent
and compelling portrait of the future of organized Catholicism.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Goodbye Father: The Celibate Male Priesthood
and the Future of the Catholic Church will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Katherine Lee:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Goodbye Father: The Celibate Male Priesthood and the Future of the Catholic Church.

Sheila Donovan:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Goodbye Father: The Celibate Male Priesthood and the Future of the Catholic Church.

David McKenney:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Goodbye Father: The Celibate Male Priesthood and the Future of the
Catholic Church this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book



appropriate all of you.
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