
Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War
(Campaign)

Benjamin Lai

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1782002685
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1782002685
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1782002685


Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War
(Campaign)

Benjamin Lai

Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) Benjamin Lai

On 8th December 1941, as part of the simultaneous combine attack against Pearl Harbor, the Imperial
Japanese Army (IJA) invaded the Philippines, Thailand and Malaysia and the British colony of Hong Kong.
After only 18 days of battle the defenders, a weak, undermanned brigade was overwhelmed by a superior
force of two battle-harden IJA divisions. What makes the battle of Hong Kong was not the scale - just 14,000
defended the colony - but the intensity of this battle fought not only by the British Army, Navy and Air Force
but also Canadians, Hong Kong's own defence force, the Indian Army as well as many civilians.

The campaign itself is characterized by a fierce land battle, with long artillery duals and as well as fast naval
actions with intense actions at the Gin Drinkers Line as well as the battle of Wong Nai Chung Gap where a
handful of defenders took on an entire Japanese regiment. Less known but equally important are individual
valour such as CSM John Robert Osborne winning a posthumous VC, throwing himself over a Japanese
grenade to save fellow combatants.
Capitulation by the defenders on 25 December 1941 marks the end of one battle and the beginning of
another. A subject not significantly covered by Western historian is local resistance to Japanese occupation.
Lead by the communist Chinese, many continued to fight the Japanese forming the Guangdong people's
Anti-Japanese East River Guerrilla Detachment that by 1945 grew from 200 to a 6,000-strong force. The
guerrillas rescued downed allied pilots, harassed the Japanese with bombing and assassinated traitors and
collaborators. Those Allies POW that managed to escape to China continued the fight in a secretive new
organization - the British Army Aid Group (BAAG).

As the war draw to a close, the question of reestablishing British control became a highly contentious
diplomatic dual between China, USA and Britain, but with the death President of Roosevelt in 1945,
decolonization lost its main champion and Britain was able to outmaneuver Chiang Kai Shek, the Chinese
Generalissimo, and recover Hong Kong as a British Colony. After three years and eight months of Japanese
occupation, Rear Admiral Sir Harcourt sailed into Hong Kong on board the cruiser HMS Swiftsure to
reestablish control over the colony and accepted the formal surrender of Japan on 16 September 1945.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War
(Campaign) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

William Stewart:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific
War (Campaign) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Peggy Gillman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific
War (Campaign) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Karen Delamora:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the
Pacific War (Campaign). You can more desirable than now.
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