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Social pacts – policy agreements between governments, labor unions and sometimes employer organizations
– began to emerge in many countries in the 1980s. The most common explanations for social pacts tend to
focus on economic factors, influenced by industrial relations institutions such as highly coordinated
collective bargaining. This book presents, and tests, an alternative and complementary explanation
highlighting the electoral calculations made by political parties in choosing pacts.

Using a dataset covering 16 European countries for the years 1980-2006, as well as eight in-depth country
case studies, the authors argue that governments’ choice of social pacts or legislation is less influenced by
economic problems, but is strongly influenced by electoral competition. Social pacts will be attractive when
party leaders perceive them to be helpful in reducing the potential electoral costs of economic adjustment
and wage restraint policies. Alternatively, parties may forgo negotiations with social partners and seek to
impose such policies unilaterally if they believe that approach will yield electoral gain or minimize electoral
costs.

By combining the separate literatures on political economy and party politics, the book sheds new light on
the dynamics of social pacts in Western Europe. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
political science, economics, political economy, European Studies and comparative politics.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Parties, Elections, and Policy
Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) book as
nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eric Butler:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. Parties,
Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in
Comparative Politics) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

David Barr:

The book untitled Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts
(Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your
ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Erin Weiss:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for
Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) this reserve consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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