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America's national parks provide a wealth of experiences to millions of people every year. What visitors
see—landscapes, wildlife, cultural activities—often lingers in memory for life. And what they hear adds a
dimension that sight alone cannot provide. Natural sounds can dramatically enhance visitors' experience of
many aspects of park environments. In some settings, such as the expanses of Yellowstone National Park,
they can even be the best way to enjoy wildlife, because animals can be heard at much greater distances than
they can be seen. Sounds can also be a natural complement to natural scenes, whether the rush of water over
a rocky streambed or a ranger's explanation of a park's history. In other settings, such as the New Orleans
Jazz National Historical Park, sounds are the main reason for visiting a park.

The acoustical environment is also important to the well-being of the parks themselves. Many species of
wildlife depend on their hearing to find prey or avoid predators. If they cannot hear, their survival is
jeopardized—and the parks where they live may in turn lose part of their natural heritage. For all these
reasons it is important to be aware of noise (defined as unwanted sound, and in this case usually generated by
humans or machinery), which can degrade the acoustical environment, or soundscape, of parks. Just as smog
smudges the visual horizon, noise obscures the listening horizon for both visitors and wildlife. This is
especially true in places, such as remote wilderness areas, where extremely low sound levels are common.
The National Park Service (NPS) has determined that park facilities, operations, and maintenance activities
produce a substantial portion of noise in national parks and thus recognizes the need to provide park
managers with guidance for protecting the natural soundscape from such noise. Therefore, the focus of the
workshop was to define what park managers can do to control noise from facilities, operations, and
maintenance, and not on issues such as the effects of noise on wildlife, noise metrics, and related topics.

To aid in this effort, NPS joined with the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) and with the US
Department of Transportation's John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center to hold a workshop
to examine the challenges and opportunities facing the nation's array of parks. Entitled "Protecting National
Park Soundscapes: Best Available Technologies and Practices for Reducing Park- Generated Noise," the
workshop took place October 3-4, 2012, at NPS's Natural Resource Program Center in Fort Collins,
Colorado. Protecting National Park Soundscapes is a summary of the workshop.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Pryor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Protecting National Park Soundscapes.

Jillian Diaz:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Protecting National
Park Soundscapes book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Delbert Storey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Protecting National Park
Soundscapes that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick Protecting National Park Soundscapes become your personal starter.

Zandra Woods:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the Protecting National Park Soundscapes when you essential it?
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